
Bardstown’s 
shops on third 
Know how 
to display 
KentucKy’s 
holiday spirit
With its distinguished red brick and cast iron storefronts,  
its dazzling display windows, and its convivial shops and cafes, 
North Third Street brims with holiday bourbon spirits.

Mary Carey, 
proprietor 
of At Mary’s, 
is fit for a 
holiday card 
from the 
merchants of 
historic North 
Third Street
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L
ocated in downtown Bardstown, North 
Third Street is more than a charming 
boulevard lined with irresistible shops. It 
is a quintessential main street experience 
in a 35 square-block national historic 

landmark district.

This holiday season; find out why Bardstown is 
called the “bourbon capital of the world” by its 
residents and the “most beautiful small town in 
America” by USA Today. Plan a weekend shopping 
trip to downtown Bardstown and make shopping 
part of the season’s joy. 

Located about 45 minutes southeast of Louisville, 
KY, 20 minutes east of I-65, and 2 miles from 
the Bluegrass Parkway, Bardstown features a 
lively downtown marketplace. With 30+ shops, 
restaurants, and cafes, Bardstown promises a 
gorgeous gift of holiday spirit. Bardstown’s historic 
downtown district reveals a rich commercial 
history. It was recognized and registered as a 
National Historic District by the U.S. Department 
of the Interior in 1983, and its 279 properties, 
many dating back to the 1780s and 1850s, include 
remarkable examples of Federal, Georgian, and 
Greek Revival architectural styles.

Not-to-be-missed gems include Hurst Drug (on 
Courthouse Square off North Third Street), with 
its old-fashioned soda fountain, and Beall’s Row 
(north of Hurst Drug), a group of mercantile 
buildings dating back 1820. The Crystal Building 
(across the street) was once a theater and roller-
skating rink and later, a JJ Newberry five and dime. 
Today, it pays homage to its past as Shaq & Coco, 
a stylish home furnishing store. The former Arco 
movie theater houses Kreso’s, a contemporary 
European restaurant. Across the street, the old 
B&B Ice Cream Shop is now home to a barbershop. 
Within downtown Bardstown, North Third Street 
stands out. The shopping district offers visitors 
an experience of Americana utterly unique 
among small towns. Its undeniable charms reflect 
the grandeur of history and set the scene for a 
memorable holiday tradition.

Historic buildings
are more than
something to preserve 
- they are containers
of cherished 
memories. North 
Third is filled like an 
old holiday stocking 
stuffed with meaning 
and memories 
seldom found in 
Americana today.

holiday 2014

T
he shops on North Third Street kick 
off the 2014 holiday season with a 
select preview from Friday, November 
7th to Sunday, November 9th. The fun 
continues every weekend in December. 

Schedule your visit for the weekend of Dec. 12th to 
take part in the 12th Day of Christmas celebration. 

The following tips will help you make the most of 
your weekend trip.
Arrive the evening before your big shopping day 
to sample a few of Bardstown’s award-winning 
restaurants. Start the evening on the bourbon trail 
with a bourbon fall sour at the Old Talbott Tavern. 
Then tuck into the Harrison Smith House, a farm-to-
table favorite located at 103 East Stephen Foster 
on the southeast corner of Courthouse Square at 
the intersection of East Stephen Foster Avenue 
and South Third Street and enjoy a country classic 
– crispy chicken thighs and cheesy grits (you need 
sustenance, after all, for the weekend ahead)!

When booking your stay, consider resting your 
head in the comfort of tradition at the Jailer’s Inn 
or the Talbott Tavern. Both bed-and-breakfasts 
are recognized on the National Register of Historic 
Places. The Jailer’s Inn, a restored jail dating back 

“



Bardstown’s
downtown 
gently wraps 
visitors in a
comforting and 
memorable 
holiday spirit.

Before beginning your shopping day in earnest 
the next morning, make time for a home-cooked 
breakfast at Mammy’s Kitchen. By the second 
week of November, Mammy’s will relocate from its 
current North Third Street location to a former stable 
and blacksmith barn at 116 Stephen Foster Avenue, 
across from the Jailer’s Inn. Proprietor Christy Clark 
and her two daughters promise to continue serving 
southern style breakfasts from 6:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. 
with omelets, pancakes, waffles and a memorably 
decadent Kentucky Hot Brown.

While waiting for the shops to open at 10:00 a.m., 
meander down the sidewalks and alleyways of 
South Third Street to take in one of Bardstown’s 
most beautiful residential area. The intricate 
architecture of the homes and the beauty of 
the well-tended gardens date back to the late 
19th century and are a well-deserved source of 
Bardstown pride. 

to 1797 (although a “new” addition was added in 
1874) offers a quaint and quiet retreat with rooms 
featuring 30” limestone walls. Talbott Tavern, 
next door and on Courthouse Square, has been 
in continuous operation since 1779. Stay in one of 
its five comfortable suites and sleep in the same 
rooms where Daniel Boone, Abraham Lincoln, 
King Louis Philippe of France, and Jesse James 
once slept. 

/ Mammy’s Owner, Christy Clark and daughters Robyn 
Thomas and Francy Nally.

“



As you stroll toward North Third Street, take in the 
splendor of the street’s scale, the town planners’ 
attentiveness to building massing, and of course, 
the abundance of exemplary architecture. Much 
of the district’s charm comes from proportion – 
the width of the street and sidewalks are perfectly 
proportioned to the height of the mercantile buildings. 
The resulting space strikes a balance between open 
space and a familiar outdoor living area. 

shining stars on 
north third street

M
any of the shops and restaurants 
on North Third Street are woman-
owned and express the creativity 
and graciousness of home. During 
the holidays, the cheery atmosphere 

evokes the best holiday parties and the most 
delightful – and delighted – holiday hostesses.

At Mary’s is a must-visit destination for specialty 
home gifts and décor. Located at 116 North Third 
Street, At Mary’s is situated in a 3-story emporium 
that reflects the colorful sensibilities of the owner, 
Mary Carey. The shop’s teal painted Italianate 
façade drapes a visual celebration of color and 
creative displays that showcase framed art, special 
table top gifts, elegant ceramics, impeccable 
antiques, gorgeous silk flowers and one-of-a-kind 
Christmas tree ornaments.

A few doors up from At Mary’s is Peacock on 
Third. The regionally popular apparel shop, 
located at 122 North Third Street, will outfit every 
fashionista on your holiday list. Peacock on Third 
boasts a carefully curated women’s collection that 
emphasizes classics with sporty, individualistic 
and expressive looks. Let owner Cathy Clements 
help you choose from among this season’s tiered 
and layered fashions, or take advantage of her 

/ Cathy Clements, one of many woman owners on North 
Third, owns a popular women’s apparel store that boasts 
a regional following.



/ Bonnie Hamilton brings big-city sophistication to her 
self-styled home décor shop on 111 North Third Street. 

/ Buddy Gulden, former Texas sheriff, is a larger-than-life 
character at home in The Mercantile Store.

expertise in choosing accessories that complete 
an outfit. Choose a fashion-forward item for a 
favorite friend or treat yourself to a versatile 
holiday look.

Bonnie Hamilton’s Shaq & Coco shop is located 
across the street from At Mary’s and Peacock on 
Third. Its home furnishings and home accessories 
display an exuberant cross between big-city 
sophistication and small-town charm. Located at 111 
North Third Street and in the former JJ Newberry, 
Shaq & Coco defines the new bourbon glam. Chic 
pillows, select furniture, exclusive tableware, and 
gourmet bourbon food products make Shaq & 
Coco a standout on any shopping tour.

Pat’s Place, 125 North Third Street, is just a few 
doors down from Shaq & Coco. It’s your best 
bet for lunching with the locals. Pat’s menu 
features homemade pimento cheese sandwiches, 
slaw burgers, grilled chicken sandwiches, and 
traditional favorites like BLT, tuna sandwiches and 
fried bologna. Sitting down for lunch at Pat’s is like 
sitting down for a hearty meal with your favorite 
family and friends.

After lunch, it’s back to shopping. Head around the 
corner to Barbara’s Etc. on 109 West Flaget Avenue 
for home décor and furnishings. Barbara Mattingly is 
well known for her fabulous sense of color. Her shop 

is a 2-level loft-like shop filled with feature furniture 
pieces, and table top gifts and linens, including hand 
painted guest towels and Fiestaware. Don’t miss the 
whimsical decorative dolls.

The Mercantile Store, 226 North Third Street, 
is another eclectic shop on Third. Opened by 
Buddy Gulden, a Texas sheriff who relocated 
to Bardstown, The Mercantile Store offers a 
surprising blend of goods that reflects Gulden’s 
memories of the Wild West and his experiences 
in Kentucky’s gentler climes. The Mercantile Store 
showcases Kentucky bourbon barrel furniture, 
hand-painted pottery, arrowheads, western rugs, 
pillows and basketry, and Kentucky Proud food 
products, including jams and jellies, BBQ sauces, 
Mint Julep Elixir, and Lost Trail Sarsaparilla. 



/ Grandson and granddaughter of Mammy Christy Clark.

Continue sampling the best of North Third Street 
by heading back to the north side of West Flaget 
Avenue to the Bourbon Marketplace. Located in 
the historic Mary May House at 110 West Flaget 
Street, the Bourbon Marketplace offers the area’s 
largest assortment of bourbon souvenirs. Make 
it the last stop on your shopping tour and take 
advantage of its gift basket assembly services. 
While you partake in a flight of Kentucky bourbons, 

“
A stroll down North Third is like experiencing a rich
tapestry that feels inviting and remarkably vital 
and relevant.

the folks at the Marketplace will use your gifts to 
put together a show-stopping gift basket.

In the last moments before dinner, sneak back to 
Mammy’s to nab one of its famous pies – cherry, 
chocolate, coconut cream, and butterscotch (and a 
sampling of local small-batch and single-bourbons) 
– will perk up even the most shopworn feet.



The RepoRTeR
Rick Hill is an international real estate 
planner living in Bardstown, KY. He 
has authored 151 strategic plans for 

a wide variety of mixed-use developments, urban 
districts, main streets, resorts, and destinations. His 
work experience includes strategies for 11 national 
parks; the 1996 Olympic Games in Atlanta, GA; 
Coney Island Boardwalk in Brooklyn, NY; Isla Moda 
on the Persian Gulf, Dubai, UAE; La Paz Ranch 
in Malibu, CA; and Four Seasons Resort, Punta 
Mita Mexico on the Pacific Ocean. He is currently 
working on the Wai Kai Lagoon in Oahu, Hawaii; 
the Wigwam Resort in Phoenix; and The Quarries 
in Bardstown, KY.
jrichardhill.com

THE PHOTOGRAPHER
Amy Reinhold’s passion is to create 
memorable stories for families 
and corporations through lighting, 

lens choice, composition and posing. Designing 
treasured portrait memories for children and 
families is her true passion. She also enjoys 
photographing portraits of people interacting 
within their environment for both journalistic 
and corporate advertising purposes. Some of her 
recent commercial work includes Switch Bowling in 
Dubai, real estate photography in Malibu, Sedona, 
Disney World and Bardstown, KY.
amyreinholdphotography.com

dinner

D
on’t retire without dinner! Café 
Primo, next to At Mary’s on 120 North 
Third Street, features hand-tossed 
and homemade-sauced pizzas. Its 
legions of fans claim that Primo’s has 

the best pizza in Kentucky. Try the from-scratch 
pies and decide for yourself if it’s true. 

Kreso’s, in the former Arco movie house at 218 
North Third Street, is another popular dinner stop. 
Its European menu and cozy atmosphere make it 
a local favorite. The Rickhouse, at Fifth Street and 
Flaget Avenue in the lower level of Spalding Hall 
on Xavier Drive, also offers a stocked bourbon bar 
and a wide selection of Kentucky favorites.



Prepared by J. Richard Hill & Co
105 Madison Avenue

Bardstown, KY 40004
502-417-4361

rick.hill@jrichardhill.com
www.jrichardhill.com


